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The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. GIFFORDS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

Washington, DC, March 6, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GABRIELLE
GIFFORDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5
minutes.

—————

WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OUR
VETERANS

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
historically, the month of March has
been a time when we greet representa-
tives of our Nation’s veterans who
come to Capitol Hill to advocate on be-
half of their fellow veterans. This year,
however, it is hard not to feel a sense
of shame as we see the veterans spread-
ing out over Capitol Hill again car-
rying their message. Sadly, as has been
shown in our hearings and on the front
pages of our papers around the country
in countless news accounts, Congress

has done a poor job of listening to their
needs in the past, and we are seeing
more than ever the need to address
those concerns directly.

I haven’t supported the reckless
treatment of our veterans. I have sup-
ported our Democratic efforts when we
were in the minority, fighting for ap-
propriate funding and equipment. But
we can only go so far with an adminis-
tration that has been focused on its
own version of reality and its own pri-
orities very much at variance with our
veterans, and that have been enabled
for the last 6 years by a Republican
leadership with their own sense of pri-
orities.

We have seen and heard from our vet-
erans about the long waits, the red
tape. It is not, however, the fault of
some faceless bureaucracy as implied
by Vice President CHENEY yesterday,
because there are countless dedicated
men and women who still provide good
care for most of our veterans and who
want to do better. It is an administra-
tion and its policies and the people
that they have put in charge that must
change. And, of course, it is the war in
Iraq, itself.

It is not just a question of money. We
have given plenty of money to this ad-
ministration, more in fact than they
have asked for. We are spending more
on our military and veterans than the
entire rest of the world combined. But
because of the mismanagement, we
have been giving too much to the
wrong people to do the wrong things,
dealing with the wrong priorities.

I just left a budget hearing. We are
still looking at an administration that
wants to lavish billions on missile de-
fense and Cold War era weapons, while
having proposals that would cut pro-
grams for traumatic brain injury and,
according to the Congressional Budget
Office, underfund our veterans’ needs
by some $3.4 billion over the next 5
years.

We are dealing with an administra-
tion that has put political operatives

in sensitive positions. The head of the
Veterans Administration, for example,
is a former head of the Republican
Party who was surprised about the
budget problems, whose administration
forgot about the thousands of return-
ing veterans that were going to need
more services, who was baffled by the
security lapses in the veterans’ files on
VA computers.

This last week, I hope the tide is
turning. I hope that finally the spot-
light that has been focused on ampli-
fying the concerns that a number of us
have heard and have talked about in
the past, will make a case that will not
be possible for this administration to
ignore any longer.

Mr. Vice President, it’s not just the
Federal bureaucracy. It’s your bu-
reaucracy after 6 years. It’s your budg-
ets, your priorities, your leaders who
are failing.

I am confident that this Congress
will be able to turn the tide so next
year, when our veterans’ representa-
tives are here on Capitol Hill, we are
not going to feel guilty; that we will be
able to look our young men and women
who are in the service today and the
people who are recovering from their
service overseas in the eye, knowing
that we, this Congress, the administra-
tion and the American people have
done all we could for them.

———
FIRST COOLING, NOW WARMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

My colleagues, here is a quote from a
Newsweek article: ‘““There are ominous
signs that the Earth’s weather patterns
have begun to change dramatically,
and that these changes may portend a
drastic decline in food production, with
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serious political implications for about
every nation on Earth. The drop in
food output could begin quite soon,
perhaps only 10 years from now.”’

My colleagues, Newsweek published
this dire warning in its April 28, 1975
issue, years before global warming
began getting the headlines it does
today.

Did Newsweek accurately forecast
the coming of global warming more
than 30 years ago? No. The article enti-
tled ‘““The Cooling World” warned that
the Earth’s climate seemed to be cool-
ing to the point that populations
around the world are in imminent dan-
ger because of the coming ice age.

Newsweek was not the only publica-
tion to warn about the supposed threat
of global cooling during the 1970s. In an
article entitled ‘‘Another Ice Age?’’ the
June 24, 1974 issue of Time reported:
“When meteorologists take an average
temperature around the globe, they
find that the atmosphere has been
growing gradually cooler for the past
three decades.” And Time’s article did
not predict a break in this decade-long
cooling trend.

The article continued to warn that
“‘telltale signs were everywhere, from
the unexpected persistence and thick-
ness of packed ice in the waters around
Iceland to the southward migration of
warm-loving creatures like the arma-
dillo from the Midwest.”

Fortune magazine also gave warning.
A February 1974 article entitled ‘‘Omi-
nous Changes in the World’s Weather”’
claimed that ‘‘there is a fair agreement
among researchers that the earth is
now heading very slowly into another
major ice age, such as the one that
brought the glaciers deep into North
America before it retreated some 10,000
years ago.”’

This article also pointed to the sup-
posedly unusual weather patterns of
the day as indication of much worse
weather to come: ‘‘Climatologists now
blame those recurring droughts and
floods on a global cooling trend. It
could bring massive tragedies for man-
kind.”

These days, of course, we no longer
hear much, if anything, about the pos-
sibility of runaway global cooling trig-
gering another ice age. Instead, we
hear a lot about the threat of cata-
strophic global warming. Now, what
happened? Well, the temperature trend
changed. After dropping for about 35
years, the temperature started to rise
in the mid seventies, although the
global temperature now is only slightly
higher than it was in the 1940s when
the cooling trend began.

Over the centuries and millennia, the
weather has changed, at times radi-
cally. During the 10th century, the Vi-
kings established prosperous colonies
in Greenland, having named the island
for its lush pastures. By the early 15th
century, however, these were wiped out
by cold and hunger, and now four-fifths
of Greenland lies buried under hun-
dreds of feet of ice cap. No one blamed
human activity for this climate shift
or the ice age.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

But in the seventies, some experts ar-
gued that human impact on the envi-
ronment had grown to the point where
their atmospheric pollutants were con-
tributing significantly to global cool-
ing, just as some experts argue that
CO, and other greenhouse gas emis-
sions are causing global warming
today.

Climatologists suggested that dust
and other particles released into the
atmosphere as a result of farming and
the burning of fossil fuels were block-
ing more and more sunlight from
reaching and heating the surface of the
Earth. They projected that man’s po-
tential to pollute would increase six- to
eightfold over the next 50 years. And as
Reid Bryson stated in Fortune in Feb-
ruary 1974, ‘It is something that, if it
continues, will affect the whole human
occupation of the Earth, like a billion
people starving.”

Another of the concerned scientists
was Dr. Stephen Schneider, the co-au-
thor of the Science report, who in the
seventies was worried about the threat
of global cooling. Now at Stanford Uni-
versity, Dr. Schneider not only sees
things differently but is considered one
of the leading experts now sounding
the alarm about global warming. In a
recent MSNBC report, Dr. Schneider
argued that today’s warming trend
‘“‘has been induced by humans using the
atmosphere as a free place to dump our
tailpipe waste.”” However, not everyone
sounded the alarm about global cooling
in the seventies, just like not everyone
is sounding the alarm about global
warming today.

Madam Speaker, the fact that so
many experts were wrong about global
cooling in the seventies does not nec-
essarily mean that they are wrong
about global warming today, but it
does at least show that experts are

sometimes incredibly, incredibly
wrong.
—————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. WOOLSEY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Stan Gruneich, Na-
tional Chaplain, The American Legion,
offered the following prayer:

Holy God, our help in ages past,
present and future. In this place of his-
tory and memory, we remember with
gratitude that You have blessed our
Nation with this great land as our her-
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itage for this space in time. Grant that
in humility we all may live worthy of
that trust.

Bless this legislative body with clear
vision, deep insight and courage to
seek and do what is right. In Your gra-
cious mercy, Lord, may each strive to
see the best in everyone else. It is then
that we can discern what is best for all
here and in the world around us.

We pray for the men and women of
our military services. Sustain them
and their families during difficult
times. Give Your comfort to the
wounded in body or mind. Grant eter-
nal rest to those who died in the line of
duty.

Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from South Dakota (Ms.
HERSETH) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HERSETH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND STAN
GRUNEICH

(Ms. HERSETH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HERSETH. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Reverend Stan
Gruneich, National Chaplain of the
American Legion, as guest chaplain of
the House of Representatives.

On behalf of the entire House, thank
you, Reverend, for your prayer, for
serving as guest chaplain, for your
military service to this country, and
for your service to the American Le-
gion as national chaplain. We are hon-
ored to have you here today.

Reverend Gruneich was appointed
National Chaplain of the American Le-
gion on August 30, 2006. A U.S. Army
Vietnam-era veteran, he received his
bachelor of arts degree and his mas-
ter’s in divinity from the University of
Sioux Falls in Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota.

He is a member of the Kelly-Porter
Post 70 in Flandreau, South Dakota.
During his 22 years in the American
Legion, Chaplain Gruneich has held
several Kkey positions. In addition to
serving as post commander, he brings
15 years of experience as the South Da-
kota department chaplain to the floor
today.

Reverend Gruneich, I look forward to
continuing to work with you and your
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colleagues in the American Legion to
ensure our Nation’s veterans receive
the benefits they have earned and de-
serve.

Madam Speaker, thank you. And
thank you again to the Reverend, as we
thank him for sharing his spiritual
guidance and wisdom here today in the
House of Representatives and for his
commitment to serving his fellow vet-
erans.

———
SCOTT GARDNER ACT

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MYRICK. Today, I reintroduce
the Scott Gardner Act. Tragically,
Scott Gardner, who was a loving hus-
band and father, was killed by a drunk
illegal alien who remained in our coun-
try even though he had previous DWI
convictions.

And we have had other constituents
killed recently. Jasmine Lawrence and
Min Chang were both killed in wrecks
caused by drunk-driving illegal immi-
grants in Charlotte, North Carolina,
area roads.

Most recently, 20-year-old LeeAnna
Newman and her unborn child were
killed just outside of my district after
her car was struck by an illegal alien
who later admitted to getting behind
the wheel after drinking tequila. He
had a previous conviction also in North
Carolina.

This act will give our law enforce-
ment and immigration officials the ca-
pacity and resources to deal with ille-
gal aliens driving under the influence
in a manner that fits the crime. It
would make DWI grounds for manda-
tory detention and deportation of ille-
gal aliens, and it would aid law en-
forcement and our immigration laws
by requiring the sharing of information
among Federal, State and local law en-
forcement agencies, who would be re-
quired to collect this information dur-
ing the course of their normal duties.

State and local law enforcement agencies
would be given the resouces required to de-
tain illegal aliens for DWI and immigration vio-
lations until they could be transferred to Fed-
eral authorities for deportation.

It is a travesty that our country allows illegal
immigrants to remain after being found guilty
of DWI.

We cannot prevent every instance of illegal
aliens driving under the influence.

However, there is no reason we should not
take every measure possible to remove habit-
ual DWI offenders from our roads.

Our constituents expect us to ensure their
safety and security.

The Scott Gardner Act will go a long way to-
ward clearing our roads of criminal illegal
aliens who represent a grave threat to the
safety of our citizens.

————
THE EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, the
new Democratic Congress continues to
listen to the concerns of middle-class
Americans.

We know that average American fam-
ilies have actually lost ground over the
past several years, even after several
years of economic growth and high cor-
porate profits. Wages are stagnant, per-
sonal debts are at an all-time high, and
individual savings are at an all-time
low. Higher education and health care
costs are skyrocketing.

Last week, the Democratic Congress
took a step towards helping middle-
class families by passing the Employee
Free Choice Act, which helps Ameri-
cans join together to bargain for better
wages, benefits and working condi-
tions.

Once again, our legislation passed
with Dbipartisan support, and once
again, it will benefit working families
across this country. This is just one
more example of how the new Congress
is leading this Nation in a new direc-
tion, just as the American people asked
us to do last November.

———
SLOW-BLEED IS NO OPTION

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, right now, brave Americans
are going door to door in some of the
most dangerous parts of Iraq. They are
working with the Iraqi people to bring
stability to Iraq, and they are doing
this because it is their duty and be-
cause they understand our enemy,
what is at stake should we not succeed.

Right now, in households all across
this country, there are families pray-
ing for the safe return of their loved
ones. They understand the dangers.
They know what is at stake. Unfortu-
nately, in Washington, it would seem
that too many politicians do not real-
ize what is at stake, what the con-
sequences are of failure. Instead, some
propose we tell these soldiers and their
families that Congress believes that
the only choice is to close the door.
They say retreat is our only option.
Their desire is to adopt a policy of slow
bleed, methodically squeezing off the
necessary funding.

We all know our enemy is com-
mitted. We also know that this slow-
bleed tactic, supported by some here in
Washington, is a weakly disguised
measure to turn our backs on our sol-
diers. That is something, Madam
Speaker, that I cannot support.

SCOTT GARDNER ACT

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, 1
am pleased to be speaking today about
an extremely important piece of legis-
lation that my good friend, Represent-
ative SUE MYRICK, and I are intro-
ducing. The Scott Gardner Act
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strengthens our national immigration
laws and preserves our public safety.

On July 16, 2005, 33-year-old husband
and father, Scott Gardner, was killed
by a drunk driver while his family was
driving to the beach located in my con-
gressional district. His wife was criti-
cally injured and his two children were
robbed of their father for the rest of
their lives. The drunk driver was a re-
peat offender and an illegal immigrant,
an individual who should never have
been in this country in the first place.

This tragedy was completely prevent-
able, but our broken borders allowed an
illegal immigrant with four prior
drunk driving charges to remain in the
United States. This situation must
change so that we never lose another
life to a criminal who doesn’t deserve
rightfully to be in our country.

This act, the Scott Gardner Act,
would ensure that DWI is grounds for
mandatory detention and deportation
of illegal aliens. It would improve com-
munications between Federal, State
and local agencies. And it would allow
those agencies and law enforcement to
collect immigration information in the
course of their normal duties.

——————

FAMILY FARM PRESERVATION
ACT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ica has some of the most beautiful
farmland in the world. But rapidly ex-
panding urban sprawl is threatening
this cherished natural resource every
day. In fact, since 1960, approximately
1.5 million acres of American farmland
have been converted to nonagricultural
uses each year.

This week, I will introduce legisla-
tion aimed at slowing this trend that
threatens family farms and our cher-
ished open spaces. The Family Farm
Preservation Act would encourage
farmers to continue farming their land
by exempting them from capital gains
taxes when they sell their land devel-
opment rights to qualified groups com-
mitted to conservation. Without pro-
tection from this significant tax bur-
den, too many farmers are being forced
to sell their land to developers, and
that means fewer family farms and
ever-shrinking open spaces.

By giving farmers an incentive to
continue farming their land, this bill
helps preserve the cherished way of life
while protecting beautiful American
landscapes at the same time. I hope all
my colleagues will support the Family
Farm Preservation Act.

PRESIDENT’S HOMELAND
SECURITY BUDGET
(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, in his second State of the
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Union Address, President Bush stood in
this very Chamber and told the Nation
that the government would take un-
precedented measures to protect our
people and defend our homeland. As I
stand here, almost 5 years after the
creation of the Department of Home-
land Security, the President has deliv-
ered a budget that will not keep that
promise.

The President’s proposed budget once
again provides inadequate appropria-
tions for Homeland Security. President
Bush proposes slashing grants to our
first responders. This will include mas-
sive cuts to both our firefighter grants
and our State homeland security
grants. It includes cuts to law enforce-
ment and cuts to the Justice Depart-
ment, and all of this while trying to
fund tax cuts for the wealthiest among
us.

Madam Speaker, this Democratic
Congress remains focused on protecting
this Nation from the real threat of
global terrorism. Democrats are fight-
ing for America’s future. We will se-
cure not only our homeland but our
families, our jobs and our children’s fu-
ture.

————

HONDURAS MISSION

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recall the memory of
three selfless and courageous Geor-
gians, who tragically were killed in an
accident last month while performing
missionary work in rural Honduras.

Perry Goad and Ric Mason of
Cartersville and Martha Fuller of
Newnan were doing God’s work on a
church mission in the tiny village of
Mal Pais. Together with a group of vol-
unteers from several Georgia churches,
they were working to set up running
water, connect electricity, pave roads
and improve life for the families living
in Agalta Valley. It was during this ef-
fort that the group’s truck rolled over
on an undeveloped stretch of road, kill-
ing Perry, Ric and Martha.

Madam Speaker, these are three out-
standing citizens who eagerly dedi-
cated their time, their effort, their love
and spirit to helping those in need.
They were not content to simply sit in
church and learn about the problems
facing our world. They made an effort
to go out and to fix these problems.
And indeed, our community has truly
lost three guiding lights.

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me
in remembering the righteous lives of
Perry Goad, Ric Mason and Martha
Fuller and in offering prayers of heal-
ing to the other volunteers who were
injured in the accident.

———

FALSE LINK BETWEEN AL QAEDA-
IRAQ
(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. PASCRELL. It is not surprising
to learn that during the Scooter Libby
trial, Vice President CHENEY’s former
communications aide, Catherine Mar-
tin, said that delivering a message on
Meet the Press was a tactic we often
use. By the way, within the last 10 min-
utes, Mr. Libby has been found guilty
on four of five counts.

The truth shall lead America. The
truth is that the 9/11 Commission found
no credible evidence of a link between
Iraqg and Al Qaeda and the attacks
upon the United States. The epicenter
of our war against terror is not Iraq
but on the border of Pakistan and on
the border of Afghanistan.

The American people deserve the
truth instead of deceptive tactics. And
if this administration won’t give the
people the truth about this war, then
this Congress will.

He stated, Mr. CHENEY, five separate
occasions that Saddam Hussein was
joined at the hip with bin Laden. He
told the American people five times a
lie and repeated it year after year on
the same TV station. The epicenter of
our war on terror is on the border of
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers must refrain from engaging in
pesonalities toward the Vice President.

———

WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OUR
VETERANS

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, all
of us in this Chamber agree, our recov-
ering veterans deserve hospitals that
are clean, secure and sanitary when
they return home from the battlefield
defending our great Nation in the name
of liberty.

The recent findings at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center are a grave
breach of trust to those who shed blood
on the battlefield fighting for our free-
doms. This Congress must work with
the administration to implement a
comprehensive evaluation of condi-
tions at Walter Reed and hold those in
charge accountable for these deplor-
able conditions.

The bipartisan commission created
by the President to determine whether
similar problems exist at other mili-
tary and VA hospitals is also a nec-
essary and appropriate course of ac-
tion. Going forward, we must ensure
world-class standards and patient-cen-
tered efficiency for our veterans. Bet-
ter oversight is clearly necessary to en-
sure military facilities exemplify our
soldiers’ honor and courage.

As hearings on the conditions at Wal-
ter Reed are held this week, this Con-
gress must reaffirm its commitment to
our wounded soldiers and veterans to
ensure they are provided first class
medical care.
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WALTER REED SCANDAL

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker,
the long-festering situation at Walter
Reed’s Building 18 is nothing short of a
national scandal. I am pleased that the
new 110th Congress is taking critical
steps this week to investigate problems
at the facility, and hold accountable
leaders that allowed these conditions
to deteriorate to this disgraceful state.

Last week, I met with veterans from
my district to express deep concern
about the lack of adequate transpor-
tation for veterans, the increasing
length of time it takes for veterans to
receive benefits or access health care
and the stagnant funding of the VA
system over the last 6 years. And they
describe a system unable to cope with
increasing patients at a time of war.

The challenges faced by these Con-
necticut veterans are emblematic of a
military and VA health system
swamped by the influx of wounded from
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
shortfalls of funding to adequately care
for them caused by the misplaced pri-
orities of the last Congress.

In the first days of this new Congress,
we took an important step to address
this problem by providing an addi-
tional $3.6 billion for veterans health
care, yet as my constituents related,
there remain critical issues that need
to be addressed as we move forward.
The men and women who serve this
country deserve nothing less than a
health care system worthy of their
service and sacrifice.

———
0 1215
CALLING FOR RESOURCES, ATTEN-
TION, AND ACCOUNTABILITY

FROM GOVERNMENT

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker,
you cannot run America on the cheap.

In the wake of Katrina, we learned
that years of requests for investment
in infrastructure and basic human
needs had been ignored. After sending
our troops into Iraq, we learned that
they lacked basic protective equipment
because this administration was look-
ing to save pennies even as it was wast-
ing billions of dollars on private con-
tracts run amok.

Now the scandal at Walter Reed Hos-
pital is revealing that behind the cur-
tain even our neediest veterans are not
being spared the double whammy of in-
adequate resources and lax account-
ability.

All Americans should be outraged at
this and demand accountability. But
we should also be outraged at the cyn-
ical agenda this administration has
brought to all government functions.
Resources are cut, making it impos-
sible for the affected workforce to de-
liver high-quality services. At the same
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time, critical functions are contracted
out to the private sector without ade-
quate oversight. Then the administra-
tion turns around and says, see, g0ov-
ernment doesn’t work.

Madam Speaker, it’s time we re-
versed course and put adequate re-
sources, attention, and accountability
towards the needs of all our citizens
but most especially our veterans.

———

PENTAGON SHOULD HAVE TAKEN
ACTION EARLIER THAN THE RE-
LEASE OF THE POST INVESTIGA-
TION

(Mr. SPACE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, both
high-ranking Pentagon officials and
the White House have said that they
were shocked to learn of the shoddy
treatment wounded soldiers were re-
ceiving at Walter Reed. They say the
first time they heard about this treat-
ment was from The Washington Post
investigation last month.

Madam Speaker, there is simply no
way that the Bush administration did
not know that this was a problem be-
fore the Post report. Several GAO re-
ports have been conducted at the urg-
ing of Congress, and the findings of
those reports back up exactly what we
are now seeing at Walter Reed.

The Washington Post was also not
the first media outlet to highlight this
problem. Salon magazine reported on
the mistreatment of soldiers at Walter
Reed 2 years ago.

And yet the Bush administration
continues to claim that it knew noth-
ing about this until the Washington
Post investigation last month. The ad-
ministration is either completely out
of touch or it simply does not believe
taking care of our wounded military
personnel is a top priority. Either way,
it should be a top concern for this Con-
gress and the American people.

——————

BUSH ADMINISTRATION SHOULD
NOT BE NICKEL-AND-DIMING
AMERICA’S INJURED SOLDIERS

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, The
Washington Post headlines said it best:
“Rotten Homecoming—This is no way
to treat a veteran.”

A 4-month Washington Post inves-
tigation found frustrating delays some
of our returning soldiers are facing in
receiving the compensation they are
owed for the service to this Nation.
One soldier was sent to Walter Reed
after being smashed in the head by a
steel cargo door of an 18-wheeler near
the Iraqi border. Now the Pentagon is
saying that the soldier’s mental im-
pairment comes from his being slow in
high school, not from the dramatic
head injury he suffered in combat.

Madam Speaker, this Congress has
already begun investigating the out-
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rageous problems our soldiers are fac-
ing at Walter Reed. President Bush
cannot send them off to battle without
properly caring for them when they re-
turn home.

———————

CONGRESS MUST STOP FUNDING
THE WAR

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, it
appears that Congress, in the name of
supporting the troops, will soon give
President Bush the money he needs to
continue the war in Iraq even though
we don’t take care of the troops when
they come home.

If Congress funds the war, what will
happen next? More troop casualties;
more innocent civilians die; more de-
struction to Iraq; more destruction to
our budget here at home; cuts in health
care and education and job creation
and housing and, yes, in veterans care.

Unless Congress cuts off funds and
brings our troops home, we will be in
Iraq for years to come. And for what?

I have introduced H.R. 1234, a bill to
bring our troops home and stabilize
Iraaq.

Congress must take the first step and
stop funding the war. Support the
troops. Bring them home. Support H.R.
1234.

————

BUSH ADMINISTRATION NOT
PROPERLY PLANNING TO CARE
FOR WOUNDED MILITARY PER-
SONNEL

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, the
treatment some of our wounded mili-
tary personnel are receiving at Walter
Reed Army Hospital and other facili-
ties around the Nation is outrageous
and should be fixed immediately.

The conditions and the neglect that
many of these wounded soldiers are
facing is just another example of this
administration’s failure to plan for the
war in Iraq. It was bad enough that the
administration went into this war
without properly planning for the
aftermath of the fall of Baghdad. It is
inexcusable that the same administra-
tion does not have an acceptable plan
to care for wounded soldiers who re-
turn from combat in Iraq.

We have all heard the stories about
soldiers being moved into Building 18
with mold, mice, and cockroaches be-
cause Walter Reed had simply run out
of space.

Time after time this administration
has cut the Veterans Administration
budget during a time of war. And now
the President wants to send an addi-
tional 21,000 troops into Iraq. How can
we think of sending more troops into
Iraq when we don’t have enough space
here in our military hospitals to pro-
vide the wounded with the care they
rightfully deserve?
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We promise our veterans the quality
care they need and deserve when they
sign up to serve our country. It is time
we make good on that promise.

————————

WALTER REED HOSPITAL

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, at
yesterday’s hearing on Walter Reed, 1
asked the brass whether putting Walter
Reed on the BRAC closure list had af-
fected the hospital’s staffing and sta-
bility. All responded that it had. Army
Vice Chief of Staff Cody said, ‘“We're
trying to get the best people. Who
would want to sign up to work at a hos-
pital that might be closing?”’

You don’t close your premium mili-
tary hospital in the middle of a shoot-
ing war and the war on terrorism. I
can’t imagine that Congress would
spend $3 billion on bricks and mortar
that could go to wounded soldiers and
to veterans. Yet as long as BRAC man-
dates closure, vital staff who value
their careers get the closure signal.

This week I intend to file a bill to
keep Walter Reed open. Too much
harm has been done already. Let’s not
compound Walter Reed’s problems by
keeping a costly closure threat on the
books.

—————

SCHIP

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak about
the immediate crisis in Georgia’s
PeachCare program.

Georgia’s SCHIP program is expected
to have $131 million in shortfall this
fiscal year. This shortfall has forced
the Georgia Department of Community
Health to announce that by March 11,
in only 5 days, it will no longer accept
new enrollees. This means that by next
week nearly 300,000 children in Georgia
will remain uninsured and unable to
participate in this hugely successful
program.

The leadership in the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly seems to think that
eliminating some children from the
program  will help resolve the
PeachCare crisis. The Governor has so
far not stated publicly that he will use
available State money to sustain
PeachCare during this shortfall crisis.
And Congress, for its part, has been un-
able to act quickly enough to appro-
priate the funds that Georgia and the
other 13 shortfall States need.

The Georgia General Assembly, the
Governor, and the Congress must act
immediately to save the PeachCare
program. Georgia must continue to
provide health care to children who are
currently enrolled in the PeachCare
program and to all of those children
who are eligible for the program.

Long live the Dixie Chicks.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 5, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 2, 2007, at 12:30 pm:

That the Senate passed S. 743.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 47.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con Res. 16.
Appointments:

British-American
Group

North Atlantic Treaty Organization Par-
liamentary Assembly

Canada-United States Interparliamentary
Group

Mexico-United States Interparliamentary
Group

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

Interparliamentary

LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LATE
DR. JOHN GARANG DE MABIOR

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 98) honoring the life
and achievements of the late Dr. John
Garang de Mabior and reaffirming the
continued commitment of the House of
Representatives to a just and lasting
peace in the Republic of the Sudan, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 98

Whereas Dr. John Garang de Mabior,
founder and leader of the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), was
born on June 23, 1945, in Bor, Sudan;

Whereas Dr. Garang joined the Anya-Nya
Movement in 1970, a liberation movement in
Southern Sudan, and after the 1972 Addis
Ababa Peace Agreement, he became a mem-
ber of the Sudanese Armed Forces;

Whereas as Deputy Director of the Mili-
tary Research Branch of the Sudanese
Armed Forces, Dr. Garang demonstrated his
leadership abilities in the early stages of his
military career;

Whereas Dr. Garang studied economics at
Grinnell College and received his master of
arts and doctorate degrees from Iowa State
University;
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Whereas Dr. Garang skillfully managed to
consolidate his base after the devastating
split in the SPLM/A in 1991;

Whereas as the undisputed leader of the
SPLM/A, Dr. Garang demonstrated remark-
able political and military leadership for
over two decades;

Whereas Dr. Garang was a soldier, a schol-
ar, a statesman, and a father, who had a
clear vision and unwavering love for his peo-
ple and country;

Whereas Dr. Garang fought for 22 years to
achieve a just peace for his people, but only
served 21 days as First Vice President of
Sudan;

Whereas Dr. Garang fought not only for
the people in Southern Sudan, but also for
the forgotten and long marginalized people
of the Nuba Mountains, Southern Blue Nile,
Darfur, and other regions of the country;

Whereas Dr. Garang worked tirelessly to
help build international support for a new
Sudan that would be multi-ethnic, multi-re-
ligious, democratic, and united;

Whereas the new Sudan envisioned by Dr.
Garang, if fully realized, would be a country
in which all Sudanese would live in peace
without discrimination and hatred, with
equality, pride, and dignity;

Whereas Dr. Garang creatively and pains-
takingly managed the often conflicting aspi-
rations of his people for an independent
Southern Sudan and his vision for a new
Sudan;

Whereas the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment, which was signed by the Government
of Sudan and the SPLM/A on January 9, 2005,
provides Southern Sudan the right to self de-
termination through a referendum after six
years and also offers the northern establish-
ment in Sudan the opportunity to make
unity attractive during the interim period;

Whereas on July 8, 2005, millions of people
throughout Sudan came to show their sup-
port in Khartoum when Dr. Garang was
sworn in as First Vice President of Sudan;
and

Whereas on July 30, 2005, Dr. John Garang
died in a helicopter crash returning to
Southern Sudan from Uganda: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the life and achievements of Dr.
John Garang de Mabior;

(2) reaffirms its commitment to a just and
lasting peace in the Republic of the Sudan;

(3) calls for full implementation of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement without
any delay;

(4) strongly urges the people of Southern
Sudan and its leaders to continue to support
Dr. Garang’s vision for a new Sudan;

(5) strongly urges the full commitment of
the United States, the United Nations, the
European Union, the African Union, and the
League of Arab States to support Dr.
Garang’s vision for a new Sudan by endors-
ing democratic elections throughout Sudan
in 2009, as provided by the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement;

(6) strongly supports the creation of a Dr.
John Garang de Mabior Institute for Agri-
culture, Peace, and Economic Development
in Southern Sudan; and

(7) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Secretary of State
with a request that the Secretary transmit
it to Dr. Garang’s widow, Rebecca Garang,
and to the Government of Southern Sudan,
through the Office of the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement (SPLM) in the District of
Columbia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the gen-
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tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of House Res-
olution 98.

Let me begin by thanking Chairman
LANTOS for his leadership in the For-
eign Affairs Committee, which allowed
our resolution to come through the
committee, and our ranking member.
And I would like to also give special
acknowledgment to Congressman
FRANK Wolf, who for many, many
years, even preceding my entrance to
Congress, was working on issues deal-
ing with the problem in Sudan. And he
worked very closely with the late Dr.
John Garang de Mabior to help bring
about peace in southern Sudan.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 98 honors
the life and achievements of Dr. John
Garang de Mabior and reaffirms the
continued commitment of the House of
Representatives to a just and lasting
peace in Sudan. The resolution honors
the life and achievements of Dr.
Garang; reaffirms its commitment to a
just and lasting peace in the Republic
of Sudan; calls for the full implementa-
tion of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement without delay; strongly
urges the people of southern Sudan and
its leaders to continue to support Dr.
Garang’s vision for a new Sudan; and
strongly supports the creation of a Dr.
John Garang de Mabior Institute for
Agriculture, Peace, and Economic De-
velopment in southern Sudan.

Dr. Garang had a vision for a new
Sudan, a Sudan which is multicultural,
multi-ethnic, and peaceful. He fought
for 21 years as the leader of the Suda-
nese People’s Liberation Movement/
Army to achieve a just peace for his
people but only served 21 days as the
first Vice President of Sudan before
being killed in a tragic and mysterious
helicopter crash on July 30, 2005, in his
region of south Sudan where he was to
be sworn in as President.

Dr. John, as he was affectionately
called, was a powerful human being and
a symbol of a people’s freedom from op-
pression. Dr. John was born into a poor
family of the Dinka ethnic group in the
Upper Nile region of Sudan. He was or-
phaned by the age of 10 but supported
by his family members. When the first
civil war started in 1962, he was too
young to fight and was sent away to
school in Tanzania and later came to
the U.S. to get his degree and studied
at the University of California Berke-
ley but decided to go back.
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The fact is that Dr. Garang was a
person that we honor and respected so
much, and he will live on in that coun-
try. But there was this tragic and mys-
terious crash on July 30, 2005, which
took his life. At the time I was trav-
eling the region in hopes of seeing Dr.
Garang in Southern Sudan to discuss
the status of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement. It was a terribly saddening
situation when I received the news of
his crash.

Besides leaving behind a wife and five
children, he also was mourned by the
people of all of Sudan, from east, west,
the center, to the north as well as the
south. They all saw him as their hope
for future peace and justice in Sudan.

Thankfully, the number two member
of the SPLM, Dr. Salva Kiir, was in-
stalled as the new first vice president
of the government of Sudan and Presi-
dent of the government of South
Sudan, and we are working to help pro-
fessionalize the government of South-
ern Sudan and the SPLA. This is a crit-
ical time for real and lasting peace in
Sudan.

We must support the government of
Southern Sudan in development efforts
and arrange for elections in 2 years. We
also must ensure that the people of
Southern Sudan get the right to self-
determination through a referendum in
2011, as provided for in the Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement.

I have followed the crisis in Sudan
for most of the last 21 years as the Is-
lamic government in Khartoum waged
war against the Sudanese People’s Lib-
eration Army/Movement and the people
of the south. More than 4 million peo-
ple were displaced from Southern
Sudan, and over 2 million people were
killed over the course of this 21 year
war.

During that time, the National
Islamist Front Government, led by
Omar el Bashir, committed innumer-
able brutalities of unimaginable scope
against the people of the South and the
marginalized areas of Southern Blue
Nile and Nuba Mountains. It was the
longest running war in Africa until
January 9, 2005, when the parties
signed the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment.

I was in Nairobi for the signing of the
CPA and was cautiously hopeful that
the long awaited peace in Sudan would
work. However, once the north-south
conflict reached a point where an
agreement was imminent, the govern-
ment began its attack on the innocent
civilians in Darfur. With the help of
the Janjaweed, the National Congress
Party, formerly the National Islamic
Front, had destroyed villages and com-
munities, and maimed, raped, killed
and terrorized the people of Darfur.

In the annual Country Report on
Human Rights released today, the
State Department called Darfur ‘‘the
most sobering reality in 2006.”” Over
400,000 are dead; more than 2.5 million
displaced.

The people of Sudan have suffered
tremendously under the hands of this
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government which, by the way, came
to power in a bloody coup in 1989. This
same government harbored Osama bin
Laden for 5 years between 1991 and 1996.
He plotted several terrorist attacks
from there.

However, the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement so many people have
worked for has not been implemented
fully, and the genocide in Darfur is not
abating. We must be firm with Khar-
toum. Khartoum must comply with the
CPA. Khartoum must stop the killings
in Darfur.

I urge my colleagues to support the
passage of this resolution.

I also want to take the opportunity
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives to congratulate Ghana on 50
years of independence from Britain.
Today, people from all over Ghana and
all over the world and many heads of
state are celebrating the first Sub-Sa-
haran country to gain its independence
50 years ago. So the correlation be-
tween the new Southern Sudan and
what happened 50 years ago in Ghana is
very important.

Let us remember that Ghana’s first
leader, Kwame Nkrumah, had a broad
vision of African unity. President
Nkrumah did not make a distinction
between north and south. He called it
one continent. His belief is in one Afri-
ca, one of the underpinnings for Afri-
can unity.

So Africa certainly has a long way to
go, but the continent as a whole is
more stable today than it was many
years ago, and with better governance
and use of resources, as well as fairer
trade policies by the U.S. and other
Western countries, African countries
can grow and develop into one of the
most important areas in the world.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank Chairman
PAYNE for his words. I am also pleased
to support House Resolution 98, high-
lighting the life and achievements of
the late John Garang and reaffirming
the commitment of the House to a just
and lasting peace in Sudan.

While much attention is currently fo-
cused on the crisis in Darfur and that
region of western Sudan, it is critical
that we do not allow ourselves to be-
come complacent in the south. After
all, it was in the south that over 20
years of war between the government
in Khartoum and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army left over 2 million
people dead and 4 million others dis-
placed. It was in the south that the
government of Sudan honed its craft in
genocide, manipulating ethnic ten-
sions, arming proxy militias, con-
ducting aerial bombardments of civil-
ians and engaging in forced displace-
ment, mass murder, looting, torture
and rape. It was also in the south that
a generation of boys was lost, having
been forcibly conscripted to serve as
child soldiers for the Armed Forces of
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Sudan, associated militias and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Army.

Any analyst will tell you that war is
a terrible business, and the war in
Southern Sudan was no exception.
There were no saints. That said, it is
clear that without the leadership of Dr.
Garang, it is likely that the oppressors
would have succeeded and that the op-
portunity for peace presented by the
conclusion of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement for Sudan in 2005 would
have been lost.

Dr. Garang envisioned a united demo-
cratic Sudan, a country in which all
citizens enjoyed the freedom to live, to
worship and to prosper without the
fear of discrimination or persecution.
If realized, this dream would proffer
untold benefits, not only for the people
of the south, but also for those fighting
inequality in eastern Sudan and
Darfur. He fought fiercely toward this
end and succeeded in overcoming seem-
ingly insurmountable challenges so
that the south could negotiate with
one voice.

After years of negotiations and
countless failed attempts, it appeared
that Dr. Garang’s efforts would finally
pay off in January of 2005 as the his-
toric peace agreement which would end
Africa’s longest running civil war was
signed in Nairobi, Kenya. His tragic
death on July 30, 2005 proved to be the
first major test of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement for Sudan. Unfortu-
nately, it would not be the last.

It is critical that the United States
Government not lose sight of the chal-
lenges that remain in implementation.
Too many innocents have died. It is
time for all Sudanese to pursue the
path toward peace and it is incumbent
upon us to help them on their way.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 98. | rise to honor the life and achieve-
ments of the late Dr. John Garang de Mabior.
| rise to reaffirm the continued commitment of
the House of Representatives to a just and
lasting peace in the Republic of the Sudan.

Let me express my thanks to Mr. PAYNE and
Mr. WOLF, the chair and ranking member of
the Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, respec-
tively. | also wish to express my appreciation
to the many other co-sponsors of this resolu-
tion who have worked long and hard to help
bring about a just and lasting peace in South-
ern Sudan.

Madam Speaker, the life of Dr. John Garang
de Mabior, “Dr. John,” as he was affection-
ately called, is testimony to mankind’s innate
capacity to do good and a powerful symbol of
a peoples’ struggle for freedom. In honoring
Dr. John today, we also keep alive the dreams
of his people. One day peace and justice will
flow like milk and honey for all people through-
out Southern Sudan.

Dr. John was born into a poor family of the
Dinka ethnic group, in the Upper Nile Region
of Sudan. He was orphaned by the age of 10
but was supported by his family members. It
truly took a village to raise a child and what
a child he was!
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When the civil war broke out in 1962, Dr.
John was too young to fight and was sent
away to high school in Tanzania. In 1969, he
earned a scholarship attend Grinnell College
in lowa. After graduation he could have at-
tended graduate school at the University of
California at Berkeley but turned it down,
choosing instead, to return to Tanzania to
study agricultural economics where he could
be closer to his people.

In 1972, Dr. John joined the Sudanese mili-
tary and became a career soldier. He eventu-
ally took a leave and earned his doctorate in
agricultural economics from the University of
lowa. But a life of academic repose was not
for Dr. John for he was a man of action and
passion. And the actions and passions of his
time called him to a life of struggle on behalf
of the oppressed people of his country.

In 1983, Dr. John left the military and joined
the newly created Sudanese Peoples’ Libera-
tion Army, a movement opposed to the impo-
sition of Sharia law. Thus began his long ca-
reer as the political and military leader of the
people of Southern Sudan.

Throughout this struggle, Dr. John devel-
oped a strong political and personal relation-
ship with many Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The struggle for justice in Sudan was not a
partisan issue for Members of Congress.
Strong bonds of collegiality and friendship
were formed through our efforts to shape U.S.
foreign policy toward Sudan.

In that sense, Dr. John’s life and struggle,
and the struggle of the Southern Sudanese
people served to unite Democrats and Repub-
licans in a common cause for freedom.

When | first met with Dr. John in my con-
gressional office, | recall he did not waste
words. In his soft-spoken way, he laid out very
clearly his vision for Southern Sudan. And, in
his highly dignified way, this powerfully char-
ismatic man of deep conviction and strong
moral character asked for my support and the
support of the United States Congress on be-
half of his people. It was clear to me then, as
it is now, that Dr. John lived a purposeful life
of singular devotion to the liberation and well-
being of his people.

Dr. John’s tragic death in the mountains of
Uganda shocked the world. It seems enor-
mously unjust for this man, who brought his
people through a long and devastating civil
war, who became Vice President of Sudan,
and who later became head of Southern
Sudan, to die in 2005 in a helicopter crash.

Madam Speaker, out of this historic tragedy,
the people of Southern Sudan have been
called to carry on. As Dr. John said after being
inaugurated: “I congratulate the Sudanese
people. This is not my peace or the peace of
al-Bashir; it is the peace of the Sudanese peo-
ple.”

Madam Speaker, the recognition this House
today gives Dr. John Garang de Mabior
should also remind us of the importance of re-
doubling our resolve to end the genocide in
Darfur. There is wide-spread and broad-
based consensus in America and between
Democrats and Republicans that the ongoing
genocide in Darfur is intolerable and must be
ended. Thus, this is an area in which there is
ample opportunity for the Congress and the
Bush administration to find common ground to
alleviate the overwhelming suffering in Darfur.

Not since the Rwandan genocide of 1994
has the world seen such a systematic cam-
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paign of displacement, starvation, rape, mass
murder, and terror as we are witnessing in
Darfur for the last 3 years. At least 400,000
people have been killed; more than 2 million
innocent civilians have been forced to flee
their homes and now live in displaced-persons
camps in Sudan or in refugee camps in neigh-
boring Chad; and more than 3.5 million men,
women, and children are completely reliant on
international aid for survival. Unless the world
stirs from its slumber and takes concerted and
decisive action to relieve this suffering, the on-
going genocide in Darfur will stand as one of
the blackest marks on humankind for centuries
to come. The people of Darfur cannot wait.
The time has come for decisive leadership
from the United States.

It has been more than 2 years since | and
my colleagues in the Congressional Black
Caucus Darfur Task Force met with Secretary
Colin Powell to press successfully for the ad-
ministration to declare that the campaign of
ethnic cleansing and atrocities carried out
against civilians primarily by the Government
of Sudan and its allied Janjaweed militias is
genocide.

It has been more than a year since | flew to
Chad and walked across the border to Sudan
and met with African Union troops who plead-
ed for more peacekeeping authority and the
resources to protect the refugees from vio-
lence, rather than merely monitor it. After re-
turning from that Congressional delegation, |
worked with other Members of Congress to
secure increased funding to aid the thousands
of Sudanese displaced to refugee camps in
Chad and to provide additional funding to as-
sist Chad in responding to the humanitarian
crisis.

It has been almost 2 years since the UN
Security Council adopted Resolution 1556 de-
manding that the government of Sudan disarm
the Janjaweed. This demand was later fol-
lowed by Resolution 1706, which authorizes a
20,000 strong U.N. peacekeeping force.

It has been 6 months since the Darfur
Peace Agreement was brokered in May 2006
between the Government of Sudan and one
faction of Darfur rebels.

But still the violence continues; indeed, the
violence is escalating. This violence is making
it even more dangerous, if not impossible, for
most of the millions of displaced persons to
return to their homes and for humanitarian re-
lief agencies to bring food and medical aid.
According to Jan Egeland, the U.N.’s top hu-
manitarian official, the situation in Darfur is
“going from real bad to catastrophic.”

We have come full circle. Violence is in-
creasing, peace treaties are falling apart, and
again as a member of the Congressional
Black Caucus Darfur Taskforce and a ranking
member on the House Judiciary immigration
subcommittee, | have been meeting with Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice seeking an
increase in the number of refugee visas for
Darfur students to come to the United States
to study. | will continue my ongoing, unceasing
efforts to end the suffering in Darfur and bring
peace to Sudan. These efforts include inten-
sifying my discussions with Secretary Rice,
the United States Ambassador to the United
Nations, representatives of the Arab League,
and humanitarian groups such as Human
Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and var-
ious African public policy groups to discuss
ways and means of bringing peace to that
troubled land.
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It is also not too early to begin the hard
thinking and hard work needed to transform
the Darfur region from killing field to economi-
cally, politically, and socially viable and peace-
ful community. This work will, of course, re-
quire the active and purposeful engagement of
the United States and other key stakeholders,
such as China, and the Arab League. In this
connection, | have been engaged in an on-
going dialogue with government representa-
tives of Egypt, a dialogue that has already
yielded significant dividends. For example,
Egypt has implemented several fast track
projects in southern Sudan in different sectors
involving health, agriculture, electricity, irriga-
tion, infrastructure, and education in order to
make unity an even more attractive option to
the people of south Sudan.

It must be noted that no just and lasting
peace in Sudan can be achieved without the
responsible intervention of China. For too long
China, which is Sudan’s biggest oil customer,
has also served as Khartoum’s enabler and
protector by preventing the U.N. Security
Council from imposing more serious sanctions
on Sudan in response to the genocide and
crimes against humanity committed in Darfur.
As former Deputy Secretary of State Robert
Zoellick stated in a major policy speech on
China a year ago: “China should take more
than oil from Sudan—it should take some re-
sponsibility for resolving Sudan’s human cri-
sis.” Based on my meetings with Zhou
Wenzhong, China’s ambassador to the United
States, | am hopeful that China can be per-
suaded to provide the type of constructive
leadership in Sudan befitting a great power.

There is much work to be done and not
much time, Madam Speaker. And | have no
doubt that our response will be worthy of our
responsibility as a world leader. But today, it
is right and good and just to pause, reflect,
and honor the remarkable life of a remarkable
human being—Dr. John Garang de Mabior,
which we will do by adopting H. Res. 98.

| urge all my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 98, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

NATO FREEDOM CONSOLIDATION
ACT OF 2007

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
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bill (H.R. 987) to endorse further en-
largement of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) and to facili-
tate the timely admission of new mem-
bers to NATO, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 987

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “NATO Free-
dom Consolidation Act of 2007"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The sustained commitment of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to mu-
tual defense has made possible the demo-
cratic transformation of Central and Eastern
Europe. Members of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization can and should play a crit-
ical role in addressing the security chal-
lenges of the post-Cold War era in creating
the stable environment needed for those
emerging democracies in Europe.

(2) Lasting stability and security in Europe
requires the military, economic, and polit-
ical integration of emerging democracies
into existing European structures.

(3) In an era of threats from terrorism and
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
is increasingly contributing to security in
the face of global security challenges for the
protection and interests of its member
states.

(4) In the NATO Participation Act of 1994
(title II of Public Law 103-447; 22 U.S.C. 1928
note), Congress declared that ‘‘full and ac-
tive participants in the Partnership for
Peace in a position to further the principles
of the North Atlantic Treaty and to con-
tribute to the security of the North Atlantic
area should be invited to become full NATO
members in accordance with Article 10 of
such Treaty at an early date ...”.

(56) In the NATO Enlargement Facilitation
Act of 1996 (title VI of section 101(c) of title
I of division A of Public Law 104-208; 22
U.S.C. 1928 note), Congress called for the
prompt admission of Poland, Hungary, the
Czech Republic, and Slovenia to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, and declared
that ‘‘in order to promote economic stability
and security in Slovakia, HEstonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania,
Moldova, and Ukraine ... the process of en-
larging NATO to include emerging democ-
racies in Central and Eastern Europe should
not be limited to consideration of admitting
Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and
Slovenia as full members of the NATO Alli-
ance’’.

(6) In the European Security Act of 1998
(title XXVII of division G of Public Law 105-
277; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), Congress declared
that ‘‘Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public should not be the last emerging de-
mocracies in Central and Eastern Europe in-
vited to join NATO” and that ‘‘Romania, Es-
tonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Bulgaria ...
would make an outstanding contribution to
furthering the goals of NATO and enhancing
stability, freedom, and peace in KEurope
should they become NATO members [and]
upon complete satisfaction of all relevant
criteria should be invited to become full
NATO members at the earliest possible
date’.

(7) In the Gerald B. H. Solomon Freedom
Consolidation Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-
187; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), Congress endorsed
... the vision of further enlargement of the
NATO Alliance articulated by President
George W. Bush on June 15, 2001, and by
former President William J. Clinton on Octo-
ber 22, 1996”°.
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(8) At the Madrid Summit of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization in July 1997, Po-
land, Hungary, and the Czech Republic were
invited to join the Alliance, and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization heads of state
and government issued a declaration stating
“[t]he alliance expects to extend further in-
vitations in coming years to nations willing
and able to assume the responsibilities and
obligations of membership ... [n]Jo European
democratic country whose admission would
fulfill the objectives of the [North Atlantic]
Treaty will be excluded from consideration’.

(9) At the Washington Summit of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization in April
1999, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
heads of state and government issued a
communiqué declaring ‘‘[w]e pledge that
NATO will continue to welcome new mem-
bers in a position to further the principles of
the [North Atlantic] Treaty and contribute
to peace and security in the Euro-Atlantic
area ... [t]he three new members will not be
the last ... [n]Jo European democratic coun-
try whose admission would fulfill the objec-
tives of the Treaty will be excluded from
consideration, regardless of its geographic
location ...”.

(10) In May 2000 in Vilnius, Lithuania, the
foreign ministers of Albania, Bulgaria, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Republic of Mac-
edonia, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia
issued a statement (later joined by Croatia)
declaring that—

(A) their countries will cooperate in joint-
ly seeking membership in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization in the next round of en-
largement of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization;

(B) the realization of membership in the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization by one
or more of these countries would be a success
for all; and

(C) eventual membership in the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization for all of these
countries would be a success for Europe and
for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

(11) On June 15, 2001, in a speech in War-
saw, Poland, President George W. Bush stat-
ed ‘‘[a]ll of Europe’s new democracies, from
the Baltic to the Black Sea and all that lie
between, should have the same chance for se-
curity and freedom—and the same chance to
join the institutions of Europe—as Europe’s
old democracies have ... I believe in NATO
membership for all of Europe’s democracies
that seek it and are ready to share the re-
sponsibilities that NATO brings ... [a]ls we
plan to enlarge NATO, no nation should be
used as a pawn in the agenda of others ...
[w]e will not trade away the fate of free Eu-
ropean peoples ... [n]Jo more Munichs ... [n]o
more Yaltas ... [a]s we plan the Prague Sum-
mit, we should not calculate how little we
can get away with, but how much we can do
to advance the cause of freedom”.

(12) On October 22, 1996, in a speech in De-
troit, Michigan, former President William J.
Clinton stated “NATO’s doors will not close
behind its first new members NATO
should remain open to all of Europe’s emerg-
ing democracies who are ready to shoulder
the responsibilities of membership ... [n]o
nation will be automatically excluded
[n]o country outside NATO will have a veto
... [a] gray zone of insecurity must not re-
emerge in Europe’’.

(13) At the Prague Summit of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization in November
2002, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia were in-
vited to join the Alliance in the second
round of enlargement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization since the end of the
Cold War, and the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization heads of state and government
issued a declaration stating ‘“NATO’s door
will remain open to European democracies
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willing and able to assume the responsibil-
ities and obligations of membership, in ac-
cordance with Article 10 of the Washington
Treaty’.

(14) On May 8, 2003, the United States Sen-
ate unanimously approved the Resolution of
Ratification to Accompany Treaty Docu-
ment No. 108-4, Protocols to the North At-
lantic Treaty of 1949 on Accession of Bul-
garia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania,
Slovakia, and Slovenia, inviting Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slo-
vakia, and Slovenia to join the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization.

(15) At the Istanbul Summit of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization in June 2004,
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
heads of state and government issued a
communiqué reaffirming that NATO’s door
remains open to new members, declaring
“[w]e celebrate the success of NATO’s Open
Door Policy, and reaffirm today that our
seven new members will not be the last. The
door to membership remains open. We wel-
come the progress made by Albania, Croatia,
and the former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia (1) in implementing their Annual Na-
tional Programmes under the Membership
Action Plan, and encourage them to con-
tinue pursuing the reforms necessary to
progress toward NATO membership. We also
commend their contribution to regional sta-
bility and cooperation. We want all three
countries to succeed and will continue to as-
sist them in their reform efforts. NATO will
continue to assess each country’s candidacy
individually, based on the progress made to-
wards reform goals pursued through the
Membership Action Plan, which will remain
the vehicle to keep the readiness of each as-
pirant for membership under review. We di-
rect that NATO Foreign Ministers keep the
enlargement process, including the imple-
mentation of the Membership Action Plan,
under continual review and report to us. We
will review at the next Summit progress by
aspirants towards membership based on that
report’’.

(16) Georgia and Ukraine have stated their
desire to join the Euro-Atlantic community,
and in particular, are seeking to join the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Georgia
and Ukraine are working closely with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and its
members to meet criteria for eventual mem-
bership in NATO.

(17) At a press conference with President
Mikhail Saakashvili of Georgia in Wash-
ington, DC on July 5, 2006, President George
W. Bush stated that ‘... I believe that NATO
would benefit with Georgia being a member
of NATO, and I think Georgia would benefit.
And there’s a way forward through the Mem-
bership Action Plan ... And I’'m a believer in
the expansion of NATO. I think it’s in the
world’s interest that we expand NATO”.

(18) Following a meeting of NATO Foreign
Ministers in New York on September 21, 2006,
NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer announced the launching of an In-
tensified Dialogue on membership between
the Alliance and Georgia.

(19) At the NATO-Ukraine Commission
Summit in Brussels in February 2005, Presi-
dent of Ukraine Victor Yushchenko declared
membership in NATO as the ultimate goal of
Ukraine’s cooperation with the Alliance and
expressed Ukraine’s desire to conclude a
Membership Action Plan.

(200 At the NATO-Ukraine Commission
Foreign Ministerial meeting in Vilnius in
April 2005, NATO and Ukraine launched an
Intensified Dialogue on the potential mem-
bership of Ukraine in NATO.

(21) At the Riga Summit of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization in November 2006,
the Heads of State and Government of the
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member countries of NATO issued a declara-
tion reaffirming that NATO’s door remains
open to new members, declaring that ‘all
European democratic countries may be con-
sidered for MAP (Membership Action Plan)
or admission, subject to decision by the NAC
(North Atlantic Council) at each stage, based
on the performance of these countries to-
wards meeting the objectives of the North
Atlantic Treaty. We direct that NATO For-
eign Ministers keep that process under con-
tinual review and report to us. We welcome
the efforts of Albania, Croatia, and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to
prepare themselves for the responsibilities
and obligations of membership. We reaffirm
that the Alliance will continue with Georgia
and Ukraine its Intensified Dialogues which
cover the full range of political, military, fi-
nancial and security issues relating to those
countries’ aspirations to membership, with-
out prejudice to any eventual Alliance deci-
sion. We reaffirm the importance of the
NATO-UKkraine Distinctive Partnership,
which has its 10th anniversary next year and
welcome the progress that has been made in
the framework of our Intensified Dialogue.
We appreciate Ukraine’s substantial con-
tributions to our common security, includ-
ing through participation in NATO-led oper-
ations and efforts to promote regional co-
operation. We encourage UkKkraine to con-
tinue to contribute to regional security. We
are determined to continue to assist,
through practical cooperation, in the imple-
mentation of far-reaching reform efforts, no-
tably in the fields of national security,
defence, reform of the defence-industrial sec-
tor and fighting corruption. We welcome the
commencement of an Intensified Dialogue
with Georgia as well as Georgia’s contribu-
tion to international peacekeeping and secu-
rity operations. We will continue to engage
actively with Georgia in support of its re-
form process. We encourage Georgia to con-
tinue progress on political, economic and
military reforms, including strengthening
judicial reform, as well as the peaceful reso-
lution of outstanding conflicts on its terri-
tory. We reaffirm that it is of great impor-
tance that all parties in the region should
engage constructively to promote regional
peace and stability.”

(22) Contingent upon their continued im-
plementation of democratic, defense, and
economic reform, and their willingness and
ability to meet the responsibilities of mem-
bership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation and a clear expression of national in-
tent to do so, Congress calls for the timely
admission of Albania, Croatia, Georgia, Mac-
edonia, and Ukraine to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization to promote security and
stability in Europe.

SEC. 3. DECLARATIONS OF POLICY.

Congress—

(1) reaffirms its previous expressions of
support for continued enlargement of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization con-
tained in the NATO Participation Act of
1994, the NATO Enlargement Facilitation
Act of 1996, the European Security Act of
1998, and the Gerald B. H. Solomon Freedom
Consolidation Act of 2002;

(2) supports the commitment to further en-
largement of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization to include European democracies
that are able and willing to meet the respon-
sibilities of Membership, as expressed by the
Alliance in its Madrid Summit Declaration
of 1997, its Washington Summit Communiqué
of 1999, its Prague Summit Declaration of
2002, its Istanbul Summit Communiqué of
2004, and its Riga Summit Declaration of
2006; and

(3) endorses the vision of further enlarge-
ment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
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tion articulated by President George W.
Bush on June 15, 2001, and by former Presi-
dent William J. Clinton on October 22, 1996,
and urges our allies in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization to work with the United
States to realize a role for the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization in promoting global
security, including continued support for en-
largement to include qualified candidate
states, specifically by entering into a Mem-
bership Action Plan with Georgia and recog-
nizing the progress toward meeting the re-
sponsibilities and obligations of NATO mem-
bership by Albania, Croatia, Georgia, Mac-
edonia, and Ukraine.

SEC. 4. DESIGNATION OF ALBANIA, CROATIA,
GEORGIA, MACEDONIA, AND
UKRAINE AS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE
ASSISTANCE UNDER THE NATO PAR-
TICIPATION ACT OF 1994.

(a) DESIGNATION.—

(1) ALBANIA.—The Republic of Albania is
designated as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of the NATO Participation Act of 1994
(title II of Public Law 103-447; 22 U.S.C. 1928
note), and shall be deemed to have been so
designated pursuant to section 203(d)(1) of
such Act.

(2) CrROATIA.—The Republic of Croatia is
designated as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of the NATO Participation Act of 1994,
and shall be deemed to have been so des-
ignated pursuant to section 203(d)(1) of such
Act.

(3) GEORGIA.—Georgia is designated as eli-
gible to receive assistance under the pro-
gram established under section 203(a) of the
NATO Participation Act of 1994, and shall be
deemed to have been so designated pursuant
to section 203(d)(1) of such Act.

(4) MACEDONIA.—The Republic of Mac-
edonia is designated as eligible to receive as-
sistance under the program established
under section 203(a) of the NATO Participa-
tion Act of 1994, and shall be deemed to have
been so designated pursuant to section
203(d)(1) of such Act.

(5) UKRAINE.—UKraine is designated as eli-
gible to receive assistance under the pro-
gram established under section 203(a) of the
NATO Participation Act of 1994, and shall be
deemed to have been so designated pursuant
to section 203(d)(1) of such Act.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The designa-
tion of the Republic of Albania, the Republic
of Croatia, Georgia, the Republic of Mac-
edonia, and Ukraine pursuant to subsection
(a) as eligible to receive assistance under the
program established under section 203(a) of
the NATO Participation Act of 1994—

(1) is in addition to the designation of Po-
land, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Slo-
venia pursuant to section 606 of the NATO
Enlargement Facilitation Act of 1996 (title
VI of section 101(c) of title I of division A of
Public Law 104-208; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), the
designation of Romania, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, and Bulgaria pursuant to section
2703(b) of the European Security Act of 1998
(title XXVII of division G of Public Law 105
277; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), and the designation
of Slovakia pursuant to section 4(a) of the
Gerald B. H. Solomon Freedom Consolida-
tion Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-187; 22 U.S.C.
1928 note) as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of the NATO Participation Act of 1994;
and

(2) shall not preclude the designation by
the President of other countries pursuant to
section 203(d)(2) of the NATO Participation
Act of 1994 as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of such Act.
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SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF SECURITY ASSIST-
ANCE FOR COUNTRIES DESIGNATED
UNDER THE NATO PARTICIPATION
ACT OF 1994.

Of the amounts made available for fiscal
year 2008 under section 23 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2763) such sums as
may be necessary are authorized to be appro-
priated for assistance to the Republic of Al-
bania, the Republic of Croatia, Georgia, the
Republic of Macedonia, and Ukraine.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. TANNER) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank
Chairman LANTOS and my good friend,
Representative PAUL GILLMOR from
Ohio, for helping with this bill, and
also the ranking member on the For-
eign Affairs Committee.

NATO is probably arguably one of
the most important organizations now
in this post-cold war period. NATO, our
allies in Europe and Canada, have pres-
ently almost 17,000 troops on the
ground in Kosovo and 35,000 in Afghani-
stan. The alliance is strong, and it is
very important from the standpoint of
being an international organization
that can go anywhere and bring order
to chaos and back it up with some mili-
tary capability. That is unique and
critical, in my judgment, in this post-
Cold War world.

NATO itself symbolizes really the co-
operative effort across the Atlantic to
promote regional and area-wide sta-
bility and also to encourage fledgling
democracies, particularly in Eastern
Europe. This legislation before us rec-
ognizes the continuing efforts of Alba-
nia, Croatia, Georgia, Macedonia and
Ukraine to become members of NATO
and encourages them to continue on
that path. It is a statement from the
Congress that we believe that what
they are doing is important, and we be-
lieve that they are moving in the right
direction.

Since 1989, 10 countries have joined
NATO. We have seen Eastern European
countries join NATO and make a re-
markable contribution to the ongoing
effort not only in Afghanistan and in
the Balkans, but also as it relates to
the furthering of democracy across
some of those formerly Warsaw Pact
countries. Every President has en-
dorsed the efforts that are embodied in
this bill in terms of the expansion of
NATO, and this process is not yet com-
plete.
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for recognizing the great work
that both Chairman LANTOS as well as
Congressman GILLMOR of Ohio have
done in paying attention to this issue
of NATO.

Madam Speaker, I am so pleased to
support this very timely legislation.
This measure is a further step in help-
ing to ensure that NATO, its member
states and those aspiring to join this
alliance are united in pursuit of Euro-
pean democracy and security.

Since its formation in 1949, NATO’s
mission has been to safeguard the free-
dom, common heritage and civilization
of its members by promoting stability
and well-being in the North Atlantic
area.
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The measure before us serves to ex-
press America’s continued support for
these important goals.

The NATO Freedom Consolidation
Act should help to nurture all those
European states that may eventually
join that alliance and give it a sense of
common strategic peacekeeping goals,
by encouraging them to prepare, as-
sume and maintain the responsibilities
of membership.

Specifically, the legislation calls for
the timely admission of Albania, Cro-
atia, Georgia, Macedonia, and Ukraine
to NATO and authorizes security as-
sistance for these countries in fiscal
year 2008. The standards for joining
NATO should not be lowered in any
way and each country should be evalu-
ated individually on the merits.

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
have been making progress on reforms
through their participation in the
NATO Membership Action Plan since
2002.

Georgia and Ukraine have not yet
been granted a Membership Action
Plan, but these two nations are making
strides in order to qualify for MAP.

The NATO Freedom Consolidation
Act will provide important incentives
and assistance to the countries to con-
tinue the implementation of demo-
cratic, defense and economic reforms.
In these times, Madam Speaker, when
we have important missions to accom-
plish overseas, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote in support of this meas-
ure.

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
he may consume to Mr. GILLMOR, who
just returned from a NATO conference
overseas.

Mr. GILLMOR. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding
and also for her support of this resolu-
tion. I am very pleased to join with my
colleague, JOHN TANNER, in supporting
this resolution.

NATO is our most successful military
alliance, maybe the most successful
military alliance in history. It won the
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Cold War, and it is also providing secu-
rity now in many other areas of the
world that are outside the exact geo-
graphical footprint of the NATO coun-
tries. For example, as Mr. TANNER
pointed out, there are troops in the
Balkans. There are NATO troops in Af-
ghanistan where they are carrying the
fight. Many of those NATO allies have
had troops also in Iraq.

Very shortly after NATO was created
in 1949, there was another group called
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly to
keep a close liaison between the North
Atlantic Council, which is NATO, and
the parliaments of those countries. Mr.
TANNER and I have had the opportunity
to represent the United States on that
organization for I think a little over 10
years, and it has been a very valuable
organization from the point of view of
the United States. We have both had
the opportunity at different times to
serve a8 vice president of it and as
chairman of the Economic and Secu-
rity Committee, and Mr. TANNER now
leads our delegation to that group.

One of the things that I think is im-
portant about that when we go, as Re-
publicans and Democrats, we seem to
quit being Republicans and Democrats
when we get outside of the United
States. I would say when we meet with
our European allies, the only way they
know which party we belong to is when
they ask us, because we speak with one
voice.

But many of the nations on the other
side of the Cold War east of the Iron
Curtain are now members of NATO,
and they are some of the strongest and
most enthusiastic members. As re-
cently as 2004, seven new countries
were added, all of them Warsaw coun-
tries, bringing the NATO membership
to 26: Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lith-
uania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slo-
venia.

I want to point out that NATO is not
a club you just join. You have to earn
membership in NATO. It is a military
alliance. You have to meet the criteria,
and you have to contribute your part
to that military strength in order to be
a member. As long as the new members
meet those commitments, NATO will
continue to be a strong alliance and
one of the strongest forces for peace,
stability, and democracy in the world.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, it is
my pleasure to recognize a member of
our delegation to the NATO PA; and by
the way, Mr. GILLMOR is a vice presi-
dent of the NATO PA this term, and I
am proud to serve with him, and now I
would like to recognize a member of
our delegation to the NATO Parliamen-
tary Assembly, the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. EMERSON), and yield to
her such time as she may consume.

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in support of H.R. 987.

I want to tell a little story, if that is
all right. Back in 1968 when I was 17
years old and a senior in high school,
my high school actually organized a
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spring break Eastertime trip to the So-
viet Union, to Czechoslovakia, to Po-
land, and to East Berlin. It was my
first trip out of the country; it was my
first trip on an airplane; and of all
places to go, it was behind the Iron
Curtain.

I knew a lot about NATO back then
simply because we were studying it in
my civics class, but I really didn’t un-
derstand the importance of NATO until
I went on that trip; and I didn’t under-
stand what it all meant until I went
with my colleagues to my very first
NATO Parliamentary Assembly meet-
ing a few years ago.

When you went to visit countries be-
hind the Iron Curtain back when com-
munism was rampant, it was remark-
able to go into these countries where
you had no freedom, no expression of
thought, no nothing. It was gray and it
was dreary, and it was so sad. Even
though we were able to spend, at least
in Czechoslovakia, time with some stu-
dents, you really understood the im-
portance of protecting your civil rights
and your freedom of speech. I really
understood that for the first time be-
cause of course we were all as kids
afraid that we were being bugged in our
hotel rooms and we were afraid to say
anything because we thought we would
get taken by the police.

Anyway, back to my first NATO
meeting and we are sitting across the
table from members of the Czech Re-
public, from Latvia, Lithuania, HEsto-
nia, countries that had always been
under the iron thumb of communism
and the Soviet Union, and with the fall
of the Berlin Wall, of course, were able
to come into their own once again.
That is one of the most remarkable
things about getting to known our fel-
low parliamentarians and under-
standing their great desire to join an
alliance like NATO that has done real-
ly an amazing job in protecting the
North Atlantic region and our allies
throughout that particular area.

I don’t know that people really un-
derstand the importance of this treaty
organization and how it has fostered
security and cooperation for almost 60
years now.

I know, though, that the work of
NATO is not complete because we have
newly democratic countries such as
Georgia and the Ukraine who have ex-
pressed strong interest in joining
NATO, as well as other countries like
Croatia and Macedonia who have actu-
ally opened constructive dialogues on
their potential for NATO membership.

When you have lived or touched on
what it is like to live in countries that
had no freedoms or protections like
NATO can offer, it is so important for
us to look favorably upon their oppor-
tunity to join this important treaty or-
ganization.

There is no doubt in my mind that
NATO membership will be able to fur-
ther our goal of extending democracy
throughout the globe. Certainly H.R.
987 will help accomplish this goal, and
I am very pleased that my colleague,
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Mr. TANNER, has offered this bill; and I
look forward to its passage.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time,
and I thank Mr. TANNER for his leader-
ship.

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I
want to thank Mrs. EMERSON and Mr.
GILLMOR, and you, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
for participating. This is an important
bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
TANNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 987.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 149) supporting
the goals of International Women’s
Day.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 149

Whereas there are over 3,000,000,000 women
in the world, representing 51 percent of the
world’s population;

Whereas women continue to play the
prominent role in caring for families within
the home as well as serving as economic
earners;

Whereas women worldwide are partici-
pating in the world of diplomacy and poli-
tics, contributing to the growth of econo-
mies, and improving the quality of the lives
of their families, communities, and nations;

Whereas women leaders have recently
made significant strides, including the 2007
election of Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi as
the first female Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the 2006 election of Michelle
Bachelet as the first female President of
Chile, the 2006 election of Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf as the first female President in Afri-
ca’s history, and the 2005 election of Angela
Merkel as the first female Chancellor of Ger-
many, who will also serve as the second
woman to chair a G8 summit beginning in
2007;

Whereas women account for 80 percent of
the world’s 70 million micro-borrowers, 75
percent of the 28,000 United States loans sup-
porting small businesses in Afghanistan are
made to women, and 11 women are chief ex-
ecutive officers of Fortune 500 companies;

Whereas in the United States, women are
graduating from high school at higher rates
and are earning bachelors degrees or higher
degrees at greater rates than men, with 88
percent of women between the ages of 25 and
29 having obtained a high school diploma and
31 percent of women between the ages of 25
and 29 earning a bachelors degree or higher;

Whereas despite tremendous gains, women
still face political and economic obstacles,
struggle for basic rights, face the threat of
discrimination, and are targets of violence
all over the world;

Whereas worldwide women remain vastly
underrepresented in national and local as-
semblies, accounting on average for less than
10 percent of the seats in parliament, except
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for in East Asia where the figure is approxi-
mately 18 to 19 percent, and in no developing
region do women hold more than 8 percent of
the ministerial positions;

Whereas women work two-thirds of the
world’s working hours and produce half of
the world’s food, yet earn only 1 percent of
the world’s income and own less than 1 per-
cent of the world’s property;

Whereas in the United States between 1995
and 2000, female managers earned less than
their male counterparts in the 10 industries
that employ the vast majority of all female
employees;

Whereas of the 1,300,000,000 people living in
poverty around the world, 70 percent are
women and children;

Whereas according to the United States
Agency for International Development, two-
thirds of the 876,000,000 illiterate individuals
worldwide are women, two-thirds of the
125,000,000 school-aged children who are not
attending school worldwide are girls, and
girls are less likely to complete school than
boys;

Whereas worldwide women account for half
of all cases of HIV/AIDS, approximately
42,000,000 cases, and in countries with high
HIV prevalence, young women are at a high-
er risk than young men of contracting HIV;

Whereas globally, each year over 500,000
women die during childbirth and pregnancy;

Whereas domestic violence causes more
deaths and disability among women between
ages 15 and 44 than cancer, malaria, traffic
accidents, and war;

Whereas worldwide, at least 1 out of every
3 women and girls has been beaten in her
lifetime;

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, at least 1 out of
every 6 women and girls in the United States
has been sexually abused in her lifetime;

Whereas worldwide, 130,000,000 girls and
young women have been subjected to female
genital mutilation and it is estimated that
10,000 girls are at risk of being subjected to
this practice in the United States;

Whereas according to the Congressional
Research Service and the Department of
State, illegal trafficking in women and chil-
dren for forced labor, domestic servitude, or
sexual exploitation involves between 1,000,000
and 2,000,000 women and children each year,
of whom 50,000 are transported into the
United States;

Whereas between 75 and 80 percent of the
world’s 27,000,000 refugees are women and
children;

Whereas in times and places of conflict and
war, women and girls continue to be the
focus of extreme violence and intimidation
and face tremendous obstacles to legal re-
course and justice;

Whereas March 8 has become known as
International Women’s Day for the last cen-
tury, and is a day on which people, often di-
vided by ethnicity, language, culture, and in-
come, come together to celebrate a common
struggle for women’s equality, justice, and
peace; and

Whereas the people of the United States
should be encouraged to participate in Inter-
national Women’s Day: Now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the
Women’s Day;

(2) recognizes and honors the women in the
United States and in other countries who
have fought and continue to struggle for
equality in the face of adversity;

(3) reaffirms its commitment to ending dis-
crimination and violence against women and
girls, to ensuring the safety and welfare of
women and girls, and to pursuing policies
that guarantee the basic human rights of

goals of International
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women and girls both in the United States
and in other countries; and

(4) encourages the President to—

(A) reaffirm his commitment to pursue
policies to protect fundamental human
rights and civil liberties, particularly those
of women and girls; and

(B) issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to observe Inter-
national Women’s Day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution, and I first want
to thank the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) and the other
cosponsors of this resolution for recog-
nizing International Women’s Day in
honor of the contributions and achieve-
ments of women all over the world and
the importance of promoting and pro-
tecting their rights.

I want to pay special tribute today to
my distinguished female colleagues on
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, who
are performing their important respon-
sibilities with distinction and honor. I
also want to recognize my distin-
guished colleague, the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), who
has achieved the distinction of becom-
ing the first woman to obtain the rank-
ing position on this committee.

Today, women all over the world are
becoming leaders in science, medicine,
the arts, politics, business, and even
the military.

Despite this progress, women and
girls continue to represent the major-
ity of the poor, the chronically hungry,
refugees, the HIV-infected, the sick,
the uneducated and the undereducated,
the unemployed and disenfranchised
people.

Women are also subject to specific
forms of physical and structural vio-
lence and discrimination because of
their gender. These include sexual vio-
lence in both conflict and nonconflict
situations, sex trafficking, and domes-
tic violence from their partners and
family members.

Cruel cultural practices targeted at
women include denial of voting rights,
freedom of movement, and property
rights. Women are also subjected to
genital mutilation, forced and early
marriages, humiliating and harmful
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widow practices, bride burnings and
honor killings. Women also continue to
experience an unequal remuneration
for work of equal value, discrimination
in hiring and admission to educational
institutions, and lack of flexibility for
special needs such as paid and extended
family leave.

It is not enough to simply declare the
equality of women, condemn their mis-
treatment, and increase the number of
women in the workplace. We must, in
all sectors of society, address the
structural mechanisms which deny
women and girls access to the same
rights and opportunities as boys and
men.
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We must also attack and eliminate
the criminal and cultural practices
which destroy the lives and freedom
and the health of women.

Statistics prove that when women
are better off in our society, their chil-
dren are happier, healthier and more
educated, and our world is better off.

I will do everything in my power to
ensure that every piece of legislation
we consider in the committee will im-
prove the security, opportunity and
prosperity of women, and I know my
colleagues will share this important
goal.

In honor of our wives, our mothers,
our daughters, our female colleagues
and our Speaker, and women around
the world, I am proud to support this
resolution, and I urge all my colleagues
to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I thank Ambassador WATSON for her
eloquent statements and as well as for
her leadership in our Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Madam Speaker, I also rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 149, supporting the goals
of International Women’s Day. Inter-
national Women’s Day has developed
into a day of recognition and celebra-
tion of the contributions and social ad-
vancement of women.

I want to thank the author of this
resolution, Representative SCHAKOW-
SKY of Illinois, for accepting the sug-
gested changes that we had to her base
text prior to the introduction and com-
mittee consideration.

These very modest clarifications em-
phasize that we are seeking to promote
for women and girls the full and equal
enjoyment of those fundamental
human rights and civil liberties that
are the birthright of all people, regard-
less of gender, race or creed, not some
separate of gender-based claims or a
problematic agenda related to abor-
tion.

We must all advance the cause of
human dignity by ending violence
against women and girls, by protecting
their fundamental freedoms and civil
liberties, and promoting their genuine
welfare through robust educational and
economic opportunities.
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To the extent that International
Women’s Day serves those purposes, it
deserves our recognition.

I ask my colleagues to render their
full support to this important measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of our time.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY), the
author of the bill.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman for yielding
to me and for her great support for this
measure, and I also thank Representa-
tive ROS-LEHTINEN for her help for a
long time making this resolution pos-
sible today.

I do rise in support of H. Res. 149, the
International Women’s Day resolution.
I want to also thank Representative
JUDY BIGGERT, who is the lead Repub-
lican sponsor, for her consistent sup-
port and work to bring this resolution
to the House floor. We have introduced
this resolution honoring women three
times, and it has been a pleasure work-
ing with her over the years.

Also, as the vice chair of the Wom-
en’s Caucus, I am honored to have this
resolution to be the first of our top five
priority agenda items to make it to the
House floor with such remarkable bi-
partisan support under the leadership
of the chairwomen, LoIs CAPPS and
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS. 1 appre-
ciate their help.

Each year, countries around the
world mark March 8 as International
Women’s Day as a day to recognize the
contributions and the impact that
women have made to our world’s his-
tory, to recognize those women who
have worked for gender equality and to
acknowledge the work that is yet to be
done.

Over the years, women have made
significant strides. Women all over the
world and throughout history have
consistently contributed to their
economies, participated in their gov-
ernments and improved the quality of
life of their families and their Nations.

In 2007, Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI became the first woman in the
history of the United States to be
Speaker of the House. In 2006, I at-
tended the inauguration of Michelle
Bachelet, the first woman President of
Chile, and visited in Liberia its Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first
woman President in Africa’s history. In
the 110th Congress, we have an all-time
high of 74 women in Congress, a 35 per-
cent increase from just 8 years ago.
However, women still make up only 16
percent of the House of Representa-
tives.

In the United States, we have made
significant strides in education. In
fact, women now graduate from high
school at higher rates and earn bach-
elor’s or higher degrees at greater rates
than men. While that is true, yet two-
thirds of the 876 million illiterate indi-
viduals in the world are women. That
is, two-thirds of them are women. Two-
thirds of the 125 million school-aged
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children who are not attending school
worldwide are girls, and girls are less
likely to complete school than boys
elsewhere around the world.

Women are making progress in busi-
ness, and women make up 11 of the cur-
rent CEOs of Fortune 500 companies.
However, more progress still needs to
be made. While great strides have been
made in business, women still earn
less, own less and have less access to
education and employment than men.
Globally, while women work two-thirds
of the world’s working hours and
produce one-half of the world’s food, we
still earn only 1 percent of the world’s
income and own less than 1 percent of
the world’s property. Of the 300 million
people living in poverty, 70 percent are
girls and women.

Although Congress passed the PRO-
TECT Act, a good bipartisan bill to
prevent trafficking, there are still mil-
lions of women and girls who are traf-
ficked, physically abused, sexually
abused or face the threat of violence
every day. In Iraq, Darfur and Afghani-
stan, women and girls continue to be
the targets of extreme violence, bru-
tality and intimidation where they
face overwhelming, if not insurmount-
able, obstacles to legal recourse and
justice. And in times of war and con-
flict, although most women and chil-
dren are not engaged in that conflict,
they continue to suffer the most.

So, Madam Speaker, it is important
that Congress recognize the impor-
tance of March 8 and participate with
the rest of the world in celebrating
International Women’s Day. Hopefully,
the passage of this critical resolution
will help raise awareness of the work
we need to do and will help women con-
tinue to overcome the overwhelming
obstacles that are still left to be over-
come.

We must make a commitment to in-
vest in women. Women contribute to
the growth of economies and improve
the quality of the lives of their fami-
lies, the health of their communities
and their Nations. We have won many
battles for equality and justice for
women worldwide, and we can do it.

The passage of this resolution puts
us, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, firmly on the side of
women who are seeking gender equal-
ity across the world, and I urge its pas-
sage.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3% minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. CAPPS).

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my colleague for yielding, and it
is such a pleasure to rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 149 and to commend my

colleague from Illinois, JAN
SCHAKOWSKY, for bringing attention
through this resolution to Inter-

national Women’s Day, and to thank
my colleagues here in the House for
their support of this resolution.

As my friend from Illinois has point-
ed out, with today’s passage of this res-
olution, the Congressional Caucus for
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Women’s Issues is passing the first
item on its must-pass agenda list for
the 110th Congress. What a fitting way
that we begin this session and ac-
knowledge the importance of Inter-
national Women’s Day and the signifi-
cance of it in our country and around
the world.

As we look around this world and we
look here at home, we see that women
are reaching the highest levels of
power in many parts of the world and
with our own country as well. They are
being elected and appointed into posi-
tions previously reserved only for men.

We see this in our communities, in
business positions and education and in
civic life and we see it here in Con-
gress. As has been noted, we have for
the first time in our 200-year history as
a democracy we have a woman Speaker
of the House. We have in this 110th
Congress the most women who have
every served in this House. The Senate
can say the same this year.

At the same time, today, women re-
main around the world and here in this
country more likely to live in poverty,
lack education, be victimized by vio-
lence than ever before.

It is my pleasure and privilege to
serve on the House Democracy Assist-
ance Commission. In that capacity, I
have visited several emerging democ-
racies and have met with parliamentar-
ians of other countries where these de-
mocracies are emerging. In each case,
it is the women Members who reach
out to me on behalf of their sisters
throughout their country, and note
with dismay that they have so many
challenges to meet the needs of the
women that they serve.

I was especially touched when I vis-
ited the women of Afghanistan in their
1-year-old democracy who have strug-
gled over the years and are still strug-
gling and are so determined, despite
the extreme oppression by the Taliban,
determined to take their role in the
parliament. Both threats on their lives
and harassment and violence have
marred that passage. Determined to
make a better life for themselves and
their children.

Let me call out a similar kind of sit-
uation, a grassroots networking that I
have seen and we have all experienced
around this world today, networking to
provide microloans from woman to
woman, as is one of the nonprofit orga-
nizations called, giving women the op-
portunity to become self-sufficient for
themselves and their families. They
look to us as role models and as lead-
ers, and yet we have our own chal-
lenges here.

So as we become that role model for
s0 many democracies around the world
in so many emerging democracies, as
we see that we have challenges facing
our women in this country, let us cele-
brate then International Women’s Day
this Thursday making a firmer com-
mitment to improving the lives of
women here in the United States and
throughout this world.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
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from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
thank my good friend from California
for yielding to me and my good friend
as well from Illinois for coming for-
ward with this bill.

To tell you the truth, I had often
looked at bills which celebrate groups
in two ways, because I noticed that
only insurgent groups have such days
named for them or groups most in
need, and so they become days of cele-
bration. I have warmed to them only
because I have recognized why such
groups have their own day, Inter-
national Women’s Day for example.

It is because having such a day pro-
vides an opportunity for a call to ac-
tion. I wish I could come to the floor to
celebrate women internationally. It is
hard for me to do that when I see the
progress in the global economy and
look at what has happened and is hap-
pening internationally to women who
are still chattel in most places in the
world, who essentially would qualify as
an oppressed group, not as a group
seeking equality. So I think we ought
to use International Women’s Day to
speak out for women who cannot speak
for themselves.

What is to me perhaps most tragic is
that the experience that most women
in this country welcome is one that
women across the world, particularly
in developing countries, may dread,
and that is the experience of preg-
nancy. Where pregnancy cannot be con-
trolled by a woman, it is not the ex-
traordinarily wonderful and welcome
state that it is in our country. There
will never be equality for women until
women can control their own fertility.
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As long as women are subject to men,
as long as they have no control over
their own fertility, then you will see
women with as much HIV and AIDS as
men. Where saying ‘‘no’” to a man isn’t
something you do as a woman, but
something you can’t do as a woman,
you are not equal.

So today I call attention to the world
that our country has done very little to
help women across the world control
their fertility and understand what
equality means. We would not have
women marching for equality and to-
ward equality today if each and every
woman who chose was not able to con-
trol her fertility. May we help obtain
the same for our good sisters around
the world.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | am proud
today to join Congresswoman JAN SCHAKOW-
SKY—who continues to do a great job as a
Chief Deputy Whip—in recognizing the impor-
tance of International Women’s Day on March
8.

Almost 100 years ago, a group of coura-
geous women proposed creating an Inter-
national Women’s Day to honor the women’s
rights movement and to continue the fight for
universal suffrage. This day has since ex-
panded in scope to serve as an opportunity to
celebrate the accomplishments of women, and
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recommit ourselves to ending discrimination
and violence against women across the globe.

Since the first commemoration of Inter-
national Women’s Day in 1910, women have
made significant advances. Women have been
elected to the highest levels of government
across the world, and they serve as the lead-
ers of nations such as Chile, Liberia, and Ger-
many. An estimated 10.4 million businesses in
the United States are owned by women.
Worldwide, women receive eighty percent of
all micro-loans to start small businesses. In
the United States, women are graduating from
high school and college at record rates.

However, while these accomplishments are
indeed significant, we still have far more work
to do. In the United States and across the
world, women still face obstacles to political
and economic equality. While women work
two-thirds of the world’s working hours, they
earn only one percent of the world’s income.
Of the 1.3 billion people living in poverty, 70
percent are women and children. Violence
against women continues at a horrific rate.
These are unacceptable statistics, and we
must do everything we can to change them.

As we mark this year’s International Wom-
en’s Day, we must renew and reaffirm our
commitment to stopping violence against
women and putting an end to discriminatory
practices so that all women have a real oppor-
tunity to participate in society to the fullest.

By recognizing International Women’s Day
and all that it represents, we give hope to
women across the world. We honor the
women who have fought—and continue to
fight—for their rights, and | am proud to stand
with them as we continue efforts to achieve
equality and justice.

Again, | thank Congresswoman SCHAKOW-
SKY for introducing this important bill.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
women by supporting the goals of Inter-
national Women’s Day. As a woman, | recog-
nize and honor all the women who have
fought and struggled for the equality of
women.

Women from all parts of the world are di-
vided by ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic
and political differences. This day will allow for
the differences to be overshadowed by the
similarities. This day will enable them to look
back to a tradition that represents decades of
struggle for equality, justice, peace, and devel-
opment.

International Women’s Day recognizes the
importance of securing peace and allowing so-
cial progress by identifying the rights of
women to equal opportunity and freedom.
Women are being given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the workforce and contribute to
international peace and security; this is an ex-
traordinary advancement.

As Members of Congress, we need to reaf-
firm the commitment of ending discrimination
and violence against women and girls. We
must continue to encourage the President to
affirm his commitment to pursue policies to
protect human rights and civil liberties.

Madam Speaker, the key fact remains:
women themselves have the right to live in
dignity. Let us rededicate ourselves to making
that a reality by honoring International Wom-
en’s Day. | urge my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of International Women'’s Day.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to support the goals of International
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Women’s Day. This is a day that not only rec-
ognizes the struggles women and girls have
faced and continue to face throughout the
world, but also celebrates their significant ad-
vancements and achievements.

Founded in the United States in the early
1900’s, International Women’s Day has grown
to be recognized throughout the world each
year on March 8th: from Australia, to Singa-
pore, to Afghanistan, to Chile. This year alone,
there are 269 International Women’s Day
events scheduled around the globe, with 44
occurring in the United States.

Since the inception of International Wom-
en’s Day, women have made considerable
progress throughout the world. A vast majority
of women now have the right to vote. There
currently are eleven women heads of state
and 27 women presiding over national assem-
blies across the globe—including NANCY
PELOSI, the first female Speaker of the U.S.
House.

Some of women’s most notable legislative
successes here at home include: securing the
right to vote in 1920; passage of the Equal
Pay Act in 1963; Title IX in 1972; and the Vio-
lence Against Women Act in 1994.

Despite these significant achievements,
women in the United States and throughout
the world still face obstacles to full equality.
Women and girls are more likely to be illit-
erate, impoverished and a victim of domestic
violence. Additionally, the U.S. Department of
State estimates that every year, 800,000 to
900,000 people are victims of trafficking—
most of them are women and girls.

| stand here today—in solidarity with women
and girls around the globe—to bring attention
to International Women’s Day. It is important
to recognize and celebrate the obstacles
women have surmounted on the road to
equality. Additionally, | hope to bring attention
to the inequalities that we still face, so that we
can continue to break down gender barriers in
the hope that we can one day eradicate gen-
der inequality.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res, 149, a resolution supporting
International Women’s Day on March 8, 2007.
For several decades the international commu-
nity has reserved this day to celebrate the
achievements and contributions of women
around the world. International Women’s Day
is also a time to recognize and remember the
work we still have before us to achieve equal
social and political rights for women.

Today, women all over the world are be-
coming leaders in every professional field
imaginable. The achievements of women in
politics are especially noteworthy. As we cele-
brate Women’s History Month in the United
States, it is my honor to recognize this impor-
tant Day under the historic leadership of the
first woman Speaker of the House, my fellow
Californian, NANCY PELOSI.

The 110th Congress also marks the rise of
six women to seven committee chair positions,
the most ever held by women in any prior
Congress:

Congresswoman JUANITA MILLENDER-
MCDONALD from California is chairing the
House Committee on Administration;

Congresswoman LOUISE SLAUGHTER from
New York is chairing the House Rules Com-
mittee;

Congresswoman NYDIA VELAZQUEZ from
New York is chairing the House Committee on
Small Business;
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Congresswoman STEPHANIE TUBBS-JONES
from Ohio is chairing the House Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct;

Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN from California is
chairing the Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration; and

Senator BARBARA BOXER from California is
chairing the Senate Committee on the Envi-
ronment and Public Works and is currently
Acting Chair for the Senate Select Committee
on Ethics.

These women all honor our Nation with their
distinguished service and leadership.

| also want to pay special tribute to my dis-
tinguished colleague Congresswoman ROS-
LEHTINEN who has achieved the distinction of
becoming the first woman Ranking Member on
this committee. We all benefit from her con-
tributions and those of all of the women Mem-
bers who are performing important responsibil-
ities on the Committee of Foreign Affairs with
honor and distinction.

Despite notable political progress for women
in leadership positions in the U.S. and around
the world, women continue to struggle for
equal social and political rights; access to
health care, education and work; and freedom
from civil conflict, violence, human trafficking
and various cultural practices that put wom-
en’s lives at risk.

The theme for this years International
Women’s Day captures a critical goal we all
must share: “ending impunity for violence
against women and girls.”

While manifestations of violence against
women and girls vary across social, economic,
cultural and historical contexts, it is clear that
violence against women and girls remains a
devastating reality in all parts of the world.
The global evidence is chilling. Violence
against women is a pervasive violation of
human rights and a major impediment to
achieving gender equality, development and
peace.

According to the United Nations:

Domestic violence is the largest form of
abuse of women worldwide, irrespective of
region, culture, ethnicity, education, class
and religion. Violence against women is the
most common but least punished crime in
the world.

The number of women forced or sold into
prostitution is estimated worldwide at any-
where between 700,000 and 4 million per year.
Profits from sex slavery are estimated at $7
to $12 billion per year. The number of women
trafficked into forced labor put these num-
bers at even more astounding levels.

It is estimated that more than two million
girls are genitally mutilated per year.

Systematic rape continues to be used as a
weapon of terror in many of the world’s re-
cent conflicts—including Darfur, Bosnia and
Rwanda.

While international, regional and national
legal and policy frameworks have been estab-
lished, to address violence against women
and girls, implementation of these laws and
norms remains insufficient and inconsistent
around the world. Gender inequality, poverty
and endless cycles of violence are exacer-
bated as a result of failures to hold perpetra-
tors of violence against women and girls ac-
countable for their actions.

Eliminating violence against women remains
one of the most serious and urgent challenges
of our time. Each one of us has a duty to sup-
port and sustain a political and social environ-
ment where violence against women and girls
is not tolerated; where friends, family mem-
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bers, neighbors, men and women, intervene to
ensure these crimes and acts are not com-
mitted with impunity.

| will do everything in my power as chair-
man to ensure that every piece of legislation
we consider in this Committee will improve the
security, opportunity and prosperity of women
and | know my colleagues will share this im-
portant goal.

| want to thank my colleague Congress-
woman JAN SCHAKOWSKY and the other co-
sponsors of this resolution for giving us this
opportunity to recognize the importance of
International Women’s Day. | am proud to
support this resolution and | urge all my col-
leagues to do the same.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today as a cosponsor
of House Resolution 149, in support of Inter-
national Women’s Day. | thank my colleague,
Congresswoman SCHAKOWSKY of lllinois, for
introducing this important resolution.

Women in every country around the world
face an every-day battle for their safety, and
for equal rights, civil rights, and human rights.

Even here in this country, every day,
women are victims of sexual assault, abuse,
and domestic violence.

Today, | stand with my colleagues in the
House—with women in this country, and with
women around the world—to make a commit-
ment to work together to end discrimination
and violence against women.

Yesterday, | returned from a trip where | led
a Congressional delegation of female mem-
bers to visit Iraq. While. we were there, we
met with lragi women who told us that they
are treated like second class citizens.

This is unacceptable. Women in Iraq de-
serve the same basic human rights and civil
liberties as men. It is fitting that we should
take this occasion, on the day before March
8th—International Women’s Day—to restate
this basic and essential message.

| urge my colleagues to unanimously sup-
port this resolution, a message to women ev-
erywhere—that this House is committed to
fight for their civil rights, human rights, and
their right to live each day without fear of sex-
ual abuse, assault, and domestic violence.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in strong support of H. Res.
149, which supports the goals of International
Women’s Day (IWD). International Women'’s
Day is a day on which millions around the
world come together to commemorate their
continued struggle for equality, justice, peace,
and development for all women around the
world.

International Women’s Day has grown to
become a global day of recognition and cele-
bration across developed and developing
countries alike. For decades, IWD has grown
from strength to strength annually. For many
years the United Nations has held an annual
IWD conference to coordinate international ef-
forts for women’s rights and participation in
social, political and economic processes.

Madam Speaker, 1975 was designated as
‘International Women’s Year by the United
Nations. Women’s organizations and govern-
ments around the world have also observed
IWD annually on March 8 by holding large-
scale events that honor women’s advance-
ment and while diligently reminding of the con-
tinued vigilance and action required to ensure
that women’s equality is gained and main-
tained in all aspects of life.
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There are over 3,000,000,000 women in the
world, representing 51 percent of the world’s
population; we need to celebrate and empha-
size the important roles that women play
around the world.

Throughout history women have faithfully
and fervently forged a strong fight to tear
down the walls of discrimination, bridge the
gap between the haves and have-nots, and
lay the foundation of a towering edifice of
equality and justice. Some of these strong sol-
diers for justice include Harriet Tubman, So-
journer Truth, and Rosa Parks. | am extremely
proud of the recent passage of H.R. 4510, a
bill on which Senator HILLARY CLINTON and |
worked diligently together to pay tribute to the
enormous contributions Sojourner Truth made
in the interests of all women. H.R. 4510 di-
rects the Joint Committee on the Library to ac-
cept the donation of a bust depicting So-
journer Truth and to display the bust in a suit-
able location in the Capitol. On behalf of
women in this country, and all around the
world, it was important to urge the recognition
and honor of abolitionist Sojourner Truth with
the addition of her likeness to the statue com-
memorating women’s suffrage in the United
States Capitol.

Women continue to play the prominent role
in caring for families within the home as well
as serving as economic earners. Women are
defined by their versatility. Women not only
cook, clean, and care for their children, but
they also own and operate businesses, teach
our schoolchildren, drive buses, create art,
practice medicine and law, and legislate, as
well as perform in many other capacities.

All over the world women play important
roles in the world of diplomacy and politics,
contribute to the growth of economies, and im-
prove the quality of the lives of their families,
communities, and nations.

Madam Speaker, we recently celebrated the
2007 election of Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI as the first female Speaker of the
House, a significant stride in the cause of pro-
moting the advancement of women as leaders
and major players in politics. We also wit-
nessed the recent passage of H.R. 4510, a bill
| proudly introduced which directed the Joint
Committee on the Library to accept the dona-
tion of a bust depicting Sojourner Truth and to
display the bust in a suitable location in the
Capitol. On behalf of women in this country,
and all around the world, it was important to
urge the recognition and honor of abolitionist
Sojourner Truth with the addition of her like-
ness to the statue commemorating women’s
suffrage in the United States Capitol. We also
witnessed the 2006 election of Michelle
Bachelet as the first female President of Chile;
the 2006 election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as
the first female President in Africa’s history;
and the 2005 election of Angela Merkel as the
first female Chancellor of Germany, who will
also serve as the second woman to chair a
G8 summit beginning in 2007.

Women account for 80 percent of the
world’s 70 million micro-borrowers and 75 per-
cent of the 28,000 United States loans sup-
porting small businesses in Afghanistan are
made to women, and 11 women are chief ex-
ecutive officers of Fortune 500 companies.

In the United States, women are graduating
from high school at higher rates and are earn-
ing bachelors degrees or higher degrees at
greater rates than men, with 88 percent of
women between the ages of 25 and 29 having
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obtained a high school diploma and 31 per-
cent of women between the ages of 25 and 29
earning a bachelors degree or higher.

But in spite of tremendous gains, women
still face political and economic obstacles,
struggle for basic rights, face the threat of dis-
crimination, and are targets of violence all
over the world.

Worldwide women remain vastly underrep-
resented in national and local assemblies, ac-
counting on average for less than 10 percent
of the seats in parliament, except for in East
Asia where the figure is approximately 18 to
19 percent. In no developing region do women
hold more than 8 percent of the ministerial po-
sitions.

Women work two-thirds of the world’s work-
ing hours and produce half of the world’s food,
yet earn only 1 percent of the world’s income
and own less than 1 percent of the world’s
property.

In the United States between 1995 and
2000, female managers earned less than their
male counterparts in the 10 industries that em-
ploy the vast majority of all female employees.
Of the 1,300,000,000 people living in poverty
around the world, 70 percent are women and
children.

Madam Speaker, we need to continue to
support programs that ensure women and girls
across the globe are empowered with an edu-
cation so that they reach their performance
potentials and therefore function as productive
citizens of the world.

According to the United States Agency for
International Development, two-thirds of the
876,000,000 illiterate individuals worldwide are
women, two-thirds of the 125,000,000 school-
aged children who are not attending school
worldwide are girls, and girls are less likely to
complete school than boys.

Women are particularly vulnerable to health
problems and we must continue to fight to en-
sure that every woman around the world has
access to adequate health care and health in-
surance.

Worldwide women account for half of all
cases of HIV/AIDS, approximately 42,000,000
cases, and in countries with a high prevalence
of HIV/AIDS, young women are at a higher
risk than young men of contracting HIV. Glob-
ally, each year over 500,000 women die dur-
ing childbirth and pregnancy.

We must also provide adequate protection
and support systems that empower women to
avoid or discontinue the victimization of abu-
sive relationships. Domestic violence causes
more deaths and disability among women be-
tween ages 15 and 44 than cancer, malaria,
traffic accidents, and war. Worldwide, at least
1 out of every 3 women and girls has been
beaten in her lifetime.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, at least 1 out of every 6
women and girls in the United States has
been sexually abused in her lifetime.

Worldwide, 130,000,000 girls and young
women have been subjected to female genital
mutilation and it is estimated that 10,000 girls
are at risk of being subjected to this practice
in the United States. According to the Con-
gressional Research Service a